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Houses decorated with bright lights and treesrggllke hotcakes at Lowes are just some of the
signs that the American Christmas season has drriBeat besides enjoying the lights and trees,
eating Christmas cookies, singing Jingle Bells amgiaging in other seasonal activities,
Christmas is a time in which we will reflect uponb® confronted with the birth of the Lord
Jesus Christ. Even if we are not Christian, otardibn will be directed to Jesus’ birth by
manger scenes, the words of Christmas songs theitkaes sing or hear and the plays that we
see.

But why celebrate Christmas? Why make such a &ad about the birth of Jesus? The answer
can be found by looking at the reasons he was bdmiike us, Jesus’ existence did not begin at
his conception. Being God the Son, he alwaydndeed, prior to the first Christmas, he, as
God, dwelt in heaven, full of glory, splendor andjesty. But then, at just the right time, he
willingly humbled himself by coming down from heawvt be conceived by the Holy Spirit and
born of the Virgin Mary. Consequently, to inquingo the reasons for Jesus’ birth is tantamount
to asking why God became a man. And as we sehec8driptures, we discover at least three
reasons the Son of God came into the world. FKlestus was born to destroy the Devil. Second,
he came into the world to save us from our sined hird, he came to become the king of kings
and sit on the throne of David.

We will look at these three reasons in turn ansloirdoing we will begin to appreciate the
supreme importance of Christmas.

Jesus was born to destroy the Devil

The Bible, in numerous places, indicates that eason Jesus came into this world was to
destroy Satan. Consider the following passages:

“For this purpose the Son of God was manifestedat, e might destroy the works of the
devil (1 John 3:8).”

“Inasmuch then as the children have partaken sehfnd blood, He [Christ] himself
likewise shared in the same, that through deatimigét destroy him who had the power
of death, that is, the devil (Heb. 2:14).”

To fully appreciate this reason for Jesus’ birtlk, meed to go back to the beginning. And in the
beginning, God created the heavens and the eaftlr making everything just right, God made



man, male and female in his own image on the sirthfinal day of his creative work. He then
placed the first two human beings in the Garderere/they enjoyed the presence of God and the
bounty of His creation. There was no death or rgiséany kind. Life was good. Peace

reigned between God and man and between Adam and Ev

But then one day, the Deuvil, in the form of a setpshows up at Adam and Eve’s front door.
The Devil or Satan, himself a creature of God, &lagne time served God. But he, in his pride
had broken ranks and rebelled against the Almighking many angels with him. He then
becomes God’s archenemy.

Being God’s adversary is not exactly an enviablgitmm. To paint the picture for you, think of

a toddler taking a swing at King Kong. How doeseature get at the Creator who is all
powerful, all knowing and all wise? Quite simpyypu don’t. The next best thing, however, is to
go after man who is made in God’s own image, wisaxactly what Satan is attempting to do
when he knocks on Adam and Eve’s door. By castogpt upon God’s goodness and truth, and
by promising that they could be like God, Satarused Adam and Eve to the Kingdom of
Darkness. Although man can never be like Godhéwill either be a slave to God and
righteousness or a slave to Satan and unrightessisAdam, blinded by pride, believes the lie
and so rebels against God. As a result, he plumgeself and all of mankind under the power
and reign of the Devil (1 John 5:19; Eph. 2:1-3).

Instead of leaving man to suffer the fate of hiscas, God decides to deliver him from the
Kingdom of Darkness. He first promises to do gbtriafter the fall in Genesis 3:15: “And | will
put enmity Between you [the Devil] and the womangdAetween your seed and her Seed; He
shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise HisllieHere God promises that a descendent of
Eve will one day come and destroy the Devil: Hdldlraise his head. With this promise, the
battle lines are drawn and the war begins in eabetgveen God and Satan. God will send a
Savior (a conqueror, a mighty warrior) who will they the works of the Devil and set man free.
And the Devil will, from this point on work vigoraly to stop God’s promise from coming true,
which as we now know finds its fulfillment in th&tihh of Jesus, the son of Mary.

Throughout the period leading up the birth of Ghifsve would pull back the curtain to peer
into what is going on behind the scenes, we woeddtke Devil doing his best to eradicate the
seed of the woman. He begins with the ungodly @Gairdering his righteous brother Abel.

Yet, the hope carries on in Eve’s third son, S&htan changes tactics and uses marriage
between the godly and the ungodly to wipe out thdl\gseed (Gen. 6). This approach nearly
works, as the newfound alliance dilutes the trligioen causing man’s wickedness to flourish to
the point where God decides to destroy man froniabe of the earth. There is, however, one
righteous man, Noah. God delivers him and his fafrom the flood, thereby keeping the hope
of a future Savior alive.

From the numerous peoples that come from Noah,cBodses Abraham. The promised
deliverer will be one of his descendents. A diffig arises, however, in that Abraham’s wife
Sarah is unable to have any children (a consequaitbe fall). As nothing is impossible with
God, Sarah conceives and gives birth to the prahubkéd, Isaac, in her old age. Isaac’s wife
Rebekah also has a hard time conceiving, yet Gtaitiful and she eventually gives birth to



twin boys, Esau and Jacob. The promise is caomethrough Jacob. He has 12 sons so the
guestion of an heir is not issue. Survival duting seven year famine, however, is. To keep
them and the promise alive, God uses the wickadrecbf 10 sons against 1 son, Joseph, to
send Joseph to Egypt so that he might be in aipo$d save them all from the severe famine.
With Joseph being Pharaoh’s right hand man, Jasdlhs family move to Egypt, where after a
long period of time, his family turns into a nati@montaining as many people as the stars in the
heavens.

At this juncture, Satan executes a violent assaulsrael in order to nullify God’s promise. We
learn in Exodus 1, that Pharaoh first enslave®tiige nation of Israel and then he orders the
killing of all Hebrew male babies. Killing all theales would effectively destroy the nation as
the remaining girls would be amalgamated into tggpEan culture and people. The continuing
line leading to the coming Savior would then beediput. God counters this attack with the
Hebrew midwives who refuse to carry out Pharaohd®s and by raising up Moses to lead his
people out of Egypt.

While in the Promised Land, God chooses Jesse’sgesi son as the one through whom the
Savior will come. The Messiah will be a son of ilavFor a time things go fairly smoothly

with just a few bumps in the road; but a tense ndroecurs after the death of Ahaziah, the
seventh king after David. Upon his death, Ahazahother Athaliah, kills all the royal heirs,
that is, all the sons of David. She murders athein, except one. Unbeknownst to her, little
Joash is rescued from among the king’s sons whe @ing put to death. Satan is again
frustrated after another close call. But thouglolses another battle, he is far from giving up the
war.

During the reign of Ahaz, Syria and Israel comidmrees to blot out the house of David and set
up their own king in Jerusalem (Isa. 7). God ps@Esito Ahaz that their attempt will fail: “It
shall not stand, Nor shall it come to pass (Is@).7:To confirm his promise, God gives a sign:
“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a Sl shall call His name Immanuel.”

Further attempts are made to wipe out the linetofdt: the wickedness of the people that leads
to their Exile, the mixed marriages of the Jews wdmained in Jerusalem, and the decree to
exterminate the Jews during the time of Esthet.oflhem are unsuccessful, which sets up a
climatic battle wherein Satan launches anotheewiohssault to destroy the one who is supposed
to destroy him.

In Matthew 2 we read that after Jesus was borrethlBhem, wise men from the East came to
Jerusalem looking for the one who had been borg Kirthe Jews so that they might worship
him. After finding out where the Christ is to berb from the chief priests and scribes, Herod
tells the wise men to go look in the little townBdéthlehem. He also directs them to bring back
news of his exact whereabouts. Ostensibly Heradedto know where Jesus was living so that
he too might worship Him. But in reality he fdiiréatened by this newborn king. So to protect
his dynasty, Herod decides to kill the child. Behthis, is Satan working in the son of
disobedience for his own purposes: kill the seethefvoman! After countless failed attempts,
Satan can now taste victory. With the help of@¥eand the bright star, the wise men have
found Jesus. Having worshipped him and given hita,ghey are ready to return to Jerusalem



to tell Herod where he is. And Herod will not wasiny time in killing the young king. The war
will soon be over and he, Satan, will emerge tribamly.

God, however, is not one to be defeated. He whmsvise men in a dream to avoid Herod. So
they return to their own country another way (MatiL2). God also warns Joseph in a dream to
take Jesus and Mary and flee to Egypt for a tineabse Herod is seeking to destroy Jesus. This
Joseph does (vs. 14). And just in time too! Beeaderod becomes furious that the wise men
did not return to him and decides to put to dedttiha male children who were in Bethlehem

and in all its districts, from two years old anddan(vs. 16). The Apostle John graphically
depicts this scene and Satan’s involvement in R¢eel 12:3-5:

“And another sign appeared in heaven: behold, atgfiery red dragon having seven heads
and ten horns, and seven diadems on his head&iHisew a third of the stars of heaven
and threw them to the earth. And the dragon stedalre the woman who was ready to give
birth, to devour her Child as soon as it was bd@he bore a male Child who was to rule all
nations with a rod of iron. And her Child was caugp to God and His throne.”

Still, all is not lost for Satan. Although he &dlto keep the seed of the woman from coming
into the world, there is still the opportunity to tb Jesus what he did to Adam. Adam led
mankind into the Kingdom of Darkness. Jesus hasedo lead us out. But if Satan can get
Jesus to remain in his domain, then all will belwé@nd this is what he tries to do when he
tempts Jesus in the wilderness.

While desperately hungry, Satan tempts him to isditine power to save himself by turning
stones into bread. Although not a sin in ands#lft it would have been for Jesus because it
would have disqualified him from being our humardmer and savior. Appealing to Scripture,
or rather twisting the meaning of Scripture, Satages Jesus to tempt/test God. Knowing that
Jesus has come to take away his kingdom, Satdy ofers it to him, if only he will bow down
and worship. Unlike Adam, Jesus resists the Dawélvery turn, remaining faithful to his father
in heaven.

Destroying the devil, however, requires more wdikt simply resisting temptation. Jesus is
going to have to go on the offensive, and conqatar®s stranglehold over us. That this is what
he aimed to do is demonstrated by his many miraelgsecially his casting out demons. In
Matthew 12:28-29, Jesus interprets his exorcisnis these words: “But if | cast out demons by
the Spirit of God, surely the kingdom of God hameaupon you. Or how can one enter a strong
man's house and plunder his goods, unless héiimds the strong man? And then he will
plunder his house.” Jesus is going to bind Satengtrong man) and plunder his house (lead us
out of Satan’s kingdom and into his own kingdom).

How Jesus does this exactly is nothing short abexdinary. The Devil is still desperate to
eliminate Jesus. He enlists Judas, the unbelielemg and Romans to execute Jesus. In so
doing, he undoubtedly thinks he will win. But julke opposite happens. For Jesus willingly
lays down his life in order to crush and destrota8a By suffering and dying, Jesus administers
the fatal blow and sets us free! As he himselEsayow is the judgment of this world; now the



ruler of this world will be cast out. And I, ifdm lifted up from the earth, will draw gdeoples
to Myself (John 12:31-32; cf. Col. 2:13-15)".

According to Revelation 20 Satan is now bound tsd he should deceive the nations no more.”
No more will Satan be allowed to entice us intq sgduce us into error and keep us under his
influence. For he has been cast out as ruler endepof this world. The seed of the woman has
crushed the serpent’s head. The works of the theav been destroyed. Consequently, all
authority and power now belong to the Lord Jesuss€hThis is why the good news of the
Gospel can go out into the world to tremendousessic Indeed, Paul was sent to preach the
Gospel to the Gentiles “to open their eyes, in ptdeéurn them from darkness to light, and from
the power of Satan to God (Acts 26:18). Henceyht believe and receive the Gospel are said
by Paul to be delivered from the domain of darkraesstransferred to the kingdom of God’s
beloved Son (Col. 1:13).

With good reason then, we sing these words duhagahristmas season:

God rest you merry gentlemen, let nothing you dysma
Remember Christ our Savior was born on Christmas da
to save us all from Satan’s pow'r when we were ggsieay

“Fear not, then,” said the angel, “let nothing yaffright;
this day is born a Savior of a pure virgin bright,
to free all those who trust in him from Satan’s paamd might.”

O Come, thou Rod of Jesse, free thine own frormSatganny

Jesus was born to save us from our sins

A second reason for Jesus’ birth is, like the fins¢, mentioned by John in his first epistle: “And
you know that He was manifested to take away o @ John 3:5).” Consider also 1 Timothy
1:15: “This is a faithful saying and worthy of atceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the
world to save sinners.” Jesus, God the Fathefis ®on, was conceived by the Holy Spirit and
born of the Virgin Mary so that he might deliverfusm our sins. To unravel this great truth, we
are going to again begin at the beginning.

In the beginning there was no sin. After God hadieneverything in six days, he declared that
what he had made to be very good. This pronounceimeluded the first two human beings:
Adam and Eve. They too were good. After all, theye created in God’s own image in
knowledge, righteousness and holiness.

Some people believe that man today is basicallggd&ure, man does some bad things (how
could anyone not admit that!), but deep down maagcally good and not evil. This is an
unbiblical view of man as he is today, but it adses not properly depict Adam and Eve. Adam
and Eve were not basically good! They were trulgl &ully good! And they were made that
way by God. They weren’'t made neutral or with @elination towards evil. They were created



upright with a heart to serve and obey God. Howewer first parents were created in such a
way that they could fall away from their state ighteousness and holiness. In other words,
although they were good, they could sin.

Sin, according to 1 John 3:4, is lawlessness. Mpegifically, sin is breaking God’s law, either
in doing what he forbids, or failing to do whatd@mmands. God is the Lord, creator and ruler
of the entire universe. Human beings, therefarpaligated to honor and keep His
commandments. Hence, sin is simply a failure ®ydBod’s law and submit to his authority.
That is why John defines sin as lawlessness,arally “without law.” Sin disregards God’s

law. In effect, it becomes a law unto itself, detming good and evil, right and wrong. So
when God created man, he made him upright, widviad and obedient heart, yet in such a way
that he could sin.

One special command that God gave to Adam, afteéateplaced him in the Garden, was to not
eat of the fruit of the tree of the knowledge obd@and evil. For in the day that he eats of it he
will surely die (Gen. 3:17). Disobeying God’s coammds leads to death. As Paul says, “The
wages of sin is death (Rom. 6:23).”

Death in Scripture includes physical death anthallmiseries of this life. But at its heart, death
is separation from God. Perhaps the best wayptaexdeath is to contrast it with life. Like the
word “death,” “life” in Scripture is a broad ternit includes physical life and experiencing the
joys and pleasures of this world. But life is atidined as dwelling in the presence of God.
Jesus says that life is knowing God (John 17:3)is Thakes perfect sense because God is the
giver of life and of every good and perfect giReath, on the other hand, is being cast out of
God’s presence, and suffering his just wrath. Stepture speaks of a second death, referring
to eternal death that is when death will be expeed in its fullness and for all eternity. Itis
described in terms of being cast out of God’s presgremoved from all good things, and
thrown into the lake of fire. But those who reeeeternal life, are brought into the
unadulterated presence of God, and inherit alghinTo sum up, life is fellowship with God and
enjoying His creation, while death is separatechftéod and experiencing his wrath.

Sin, as we have already noted, leads to deathelRghinst your Creator and death in all its
forms will be your experience. Reject God, and yaluhave your wish. But life without God

is anything but pleasant. Satan understands lttiscawell when he comes to Adam and Eve in
the form of a serpent. In tempting them to sinshews his true colors. He wants Adam and
Eve to die! He wants them to relinquish their géifeland enter into the world of suffering.
Now of course, if he were open and honest abouthigcious intentions, he would have been
rebuffed instantly. This is why he comes decdyfuhaking God out to be the malevolent one,
and promising them that they will not die but ratbgperience even greater things by doing
what God had forbidden them to do. Well, as yoovkiEve believes the lie, eats the forbidden
fruit, and then gives some to Adam. He then, bellén against God, eats it. And in so doing,
Adam plunges all of mankind into sin and death.

To fully grasp our situation and also what Jesissdwane to do for us, we need to understand
Adam’s relationship to us. Adam was not just & iman and thus everyone’s forefather. He
was also mankind’s representative. He did notthetefore, merely as a private person, but as a



public figure for the whole of the human race. (Gad so ordered the world that the standing or
falling of mankind rested in Adam’s performancéhd obeyed, we would receive life. If he
disobeyed, we would inherit death. Paul makespbist in Romans 5 and 1 Corinthians 15.

Rom. 5:12, 15, 17, 19: “Therefore, just as sin eat¢he world through one man, and
death through sin, and in this way death camel tmexh, because all sinned... For if the
many died by the trespass of the one man... Fby ifhe trespass of the one man, death
reigned through that one man... or just as thrabgldisobedience of the one man the
many were made sinners”. 1 Cor. 15:21, 22: “Focesiby man came death...For as in
Adam all die”.

It is for this reason that it is wrong to say than is basically good. Since Adam'’s first sin,
everyone is born into this world a sinner and tisusasically evil; though kept from being fully
evil by God’s grace. Hence, David says that he suafsil at birth, sinful from the time his
mother conceived him (Ps. 51:5).

So when Adam sinned, he plunged himself and atharikind into sin and death. He and Eve
were cast out of the garden and thus from the poesef God. They became sinners and
inhabited a sin-cursed world. They would die agitei death as their bodies would return to
dust. And they stood condemn to die the seconthdeternal death. This then is the situation
they walked into, and which every descendent ofrAdaalks into when he is born.

The good news, however, is that instead of leadidgm and Eve, and the rest of mankind, to
suffer the consequences of their actions, God ctiosave. He immediately promises to save
man from his sins in Genesis 3:15. We have alreatigd that this verse refers to Jesus
conquering Satan’s rule over us. However, it adders to his delivering us from our sins
because the two are interconnected. Satan’s sasper sin. He is able to rule us because of
our sin and sinfulness. Save us from sin and viiebeidelivered from Satan’s tyranny. Hence,
as we shall see, what Jesus does to save us fnrosmgus the same thing that he does to deliver
us from Satan.

God’s promise of salvation from sin and death &dgally revealed over the course of
redemptive history. In the early days, it is iregliin the covenant promises made to Abraham,
Isaac and Jacob, namely, that God will be their Guadithey will be his people and that they will
inherit the land of Canaan. To have God as yout iS¢0 be in fellowship with Him. To inherit
Canaan is to inherit the renewed earth as we ledRomans and Hebrews. Man lost fellowship
with God and Paradise through sin. That God nawnges to give both back to man, implies
that he will save them from their sin. The cover@omises therefore can be seen as a promise
of the forgiveness of sirts.

How God is going to fulfill this promise is hinted in Genesis 22, where Isaac is spared from
death and a ram sacrificed in his place. A muchendetailed explanation, however, is given by
Moses. The Mosaic Law, on the one hand, showsiuproblem: our sin, our guilt, our
unholiness and consequent lack of fellowship witdGOn the other hand, the Mosaic Law

! See Robert Letharithe Work of Chris(Downers Grove, IL: IVP, 1993), 43.



provides the solution to our problem: forgivenetsins, and the way of holiness and thus
fellowship with God.

That Israel had to daily offer sacrifices for th&ms and that they were not allowed to enter into
the holy of holies indicated that salvation wastaobe found in keeping the Mosaic Law. As
the author of Hebrews says, it is impossible fertitood of bulls and goats to take away sins.
The redemptive laws of the OT were simply shadowgs@actures of how God would one day
take away our sin, i.e. through a substitute whald/ished his blood for the forgiveness of sins.
The promise of forgiveness in the OT was therefuolg prospective, dependent upon the
coming Savior.

The Psalms and Prophets expound and expand updfodec Law. Besides the numerous
declarations and promises of forgiveness we redshiah about God’s servant who will be
wounded for our transgressions and bruised foiroguities. He will make his soul an offering
for sin and bear the sin of many (Isa. 52-3). Zeih refers to a future day when a fountain
shall be opened for the house of David and foirthabitants of Jerusalem, for sin and for
uncleanness.” Daniel also speaks of a future alayake an end of sins and to make
reconciliation or atonement for iniquity (Dan. 9)24leremiah tells us that God will make a new
covenant wherein all will know the Lord for He witirgive their iniquity and their sin he will
remember no more. Ezekiel uses similar languagler@sniah, speaking of how God will
cleanse us, give us a new heart and put His Spus so that we might walk in holiness and
righteousness. And then we will dwell in the lamtl be God’s people (Ez. 36).

Many, many years go by after the last of these mesnabout salvation from sin are made. In
fact, some four hundred years go by without everoid from the Lord, let alone the fulfillment
of his promise. But then one day, the angel Gabppears to a young woman, Mary, who is
engaged to a man named Joseph. He tells hesvbatthough she is a virgin, she will conceive
and give birth to a son (Luke 1:26-38).

When Joseph finds out that his fiancée is pregientiecides not to marry her. Yet, being a
decent man, and not wanting to disgrace her pybla purposes to break the engagement
quietly. “But as he considered this,” Matthewdalk in 1:20-21, “an angel of the Lord appeared
to him in a dream, saying, “Joseph, son of Davidnadt fear to take Mary your wife, for that
which is conceived in her is of the Holy SpiritheSwill bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus, for he will save his people from their Sins.

Notice first of all the Mary’s son is to be callébbsus.” Jesus is the Greek form of the Hebrew
name “Joshua” which means “Yahweh saves.” In @aldr, the angel says that Mary’s son, who
is in fact Yahweh, will save His people from thgins. At long last, the promised seed of the
woman, and the one Moses and the prophets wroté abs come.

Secondly, notice the uniqueness of Jesus’ conaeptitary had not known a man. She was a
virgin. Yet, she became pregnant by the workinghefSpirit of God. In Luke 1:35, Gabriel
tells Mary that “The Holy Spirit will come upon ypand the power of the highest will
overshadow you; therefore, also, that Holy One wHho be born will be called the Son of God.”
Being conceived in Mary’s womb and born of her aades the normal humanity of Jesus. The



role of the Spirit in his conception points to hisgqueness. The language used in this verse is
reminiscent of the creation account in Genesisthera/the Spirit of God hovered over the
primeval waters. The point being made seems thdighe Spirit has begun the work of the
new creatiorf. Just as God created Adam as the head of theeadian, and presently sinful
creation, so now God has begun anew with Jesubed®ad of the new creation, the redeemed
and renewed creation. In short, he had to be arfSe&dam (righteous and a public figure) to
undo what Adam did. Thus the Holy Spirit sets lpart at his very conception so that he might
save his people from their sins.

That Jesus came into the world to save sinnersnfl I:15) is a point that is made over and over
again in the NT. At the beginning of his ministdghn the Baptist sees Jesus and declares
“Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sithefworld (John 1:29).” Jesus’ miracles
of healing which is simply the undoing of the caqsences of sin pointed to the reality that he
came to save sinners. The healing of the pardhgiclights this because in that passage he
equates his power to heal the man with his rigliotgive his sins (Mark 2). Jesus’ friendship
and ministry to sinners indicated that he camet@ shem. As a physician attends to the sick,
so he came to heal the sinner. On the night icivhe was betrayed, Jesus instituted the
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, telling his disespihat the cup is his blood of the new
covenant, which is shed for many for the remissibsins (Matt. 26:28). After Jesus rose from
the dead, he told his bewildered disciples thatais necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise
from the dead on the third day and that repentandgforgiveness of sins should be proclaimed
in his name to all nations (Lk. 24:46-47). Paylssthat Jesus was delivered up for our
trespasses and raised for our justification (Ra@by that Christ died for our sins (1 Cor. 15:3)
and that Christ gave himself for our sins (Gal)l1:46ee also 2 Cor. 5:21; Heb. 1:3; 9:26, 28; 1
Pet. 3:18; 1 John 1:7; 2:2.

Jesus’ sacrifice for sins, however, does not pailgphenefit anyone, unless and until they are
united to Him. By nature, we are united to Adard aa inherit his guilt and corruption. All in
Adam, therefore, die because sin. Jesus, the de%aam, by his death and subsequent
resurrection, has provided purification from siaternal life. But in order to receive these
things, you need to be in Christ. 1 Corinthian225ays: For as in Adam all die, so also in
Christ shall all be made alive. Paul emphaticailyclaims that redemption and forgiveness of
sins is in Christ (Eph. 1:7; Col. 1:14). Indeedery spiritual blessing is in Christ (Eph. 1:3).
The wages of sin is death but the gift of God esr&l life in Christ Jesus our Lord (Rom. 6:23).

How can you be in Christ and so receive the fompgs of sins? The united testimony of
Scripture is by believing and trusting in Jesu$(U8:16; 8:24). “To Him [Christ] all the
prophets witness that, through His name, whoevesss in Him will receive remission of sins
(Acts 10:43; cf. Acts 13:38; 26:18).

With good reason then, we also sing these wordgsgltine Christmas season:

Come, thou long-expected Jesus, born to set tlpipéee;
from our fears and sins release us; let us find r@st in thee.

2 See ibid, 79.
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No More let sins and sorrow grow, nor thorns infib&t ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow far as theeaarfound.

Light and life to all he brings, ris’n with healing his wings.
Mild he lays his glory by, born that man no moreyrdse,
Born to raise the sons of earth, born to give tlsecond birth.

Jesus was born to be king

A third reason for Jesus’ birth is one that is eagired by both Matthew and Luke in their
respective accounts of the first Christmas. And this: Jesus came to be King. Once again, we
will begin at the beginning so that we might gaifuller understanding of this reason for

Christ’s coming into the world.

In the beginning, man was created and commissiomedle over the world. After God made
Adam and Eve, he blessed them and commanded thpragole over all that he had made.
Genesis 1:28: “Then God blessed them, and Godsdlitem, “Be fruitful and multiply; fill the
earth and subdue it; have dominion over the fisthefsea, over the birds of the air, and over
every living thing that moves on the earth.” Témmmand, which is often referred to as the
cultural mandate, is reiterated in Psalm 8:6-7.nMhaerefore, was made to be God'’s vice-regent
on earth. God did not intend for us to escapewviwd, spending all of our time in solitude,
reading and praying. Rather, he made us in higéneguipping us with all the necessary tools
like our mind (reason) and senses (eyes, ear¥t@tgo out into the world and reign over it.

Sin, however, has affected man’s ability to rulemthe world. Taking dominion became

difficult if not impossible. The curse given to &ah explains it well (Gen. 3:17-19). From it we
learn two things. First, our rule is resisted &mdtrated. In other words, the world works
against us. Weeds grow and dogs bite. Homesedtueed to rumble by tornadoes, and an
athlete’s dreams of Olympic glory are shattere@bynjury. Second, our rule is terminated by
death. The ultimate resistance and frustratiore&hl We are here today, gone tomorrow.
Although we were set apart to reign over God’s ttmeasin and death has destroyed any chance
of fulfilling that calling in any meaningful way.

The good news, however, is that instead of leamag to suffer the full consequences of his
actions, God promised to one day restore him & over all. God did so immediately after the
fall in Genesis 3:15. We have seen already hoswihiise refers to God’s promises of
conguering the devil and delivering us from oussifYet, it also refers to restoring man as ruler
because all three aspects are interconnectedaslsst brought us under the reign of death and
Satan, so it has kept us from properly taking deonimver the earth. Thus, as we shall see,
Christ’s death and resurrection, not only led ®\hctory over Satan, setting us free from sin
and death, but it also led to his coronation asrraver all the earth. And we who are in Him,
reign with him.

That the seed of the woman would come to rule @gaat’s creation, thereby enabling man to
fulfill the original creation mandate is implied @od’s covenant promise to Abraham,



11

particularly his promise of the Land, which refevghe gift of the renewed world. This aspect
of the promise is then developed in the rest ofQfie God promises to David that He will
establish his house and kingdom forever (2 Sam-T€). In Psalm 2, God promises to crown
his anointed one (the Messiah) and to give to hiennations for his inheritance and the ends of
the earth for his possession (cf. Ps. 45; 11Qialsspeaks of one who will sit upon the throne of
David, reigning over all (Isaiah 9:6-7; 11; 40) ariiel refers to a day when the God of heaven
will set up a kingdom, led by the Son of Man, whveili never be destroyed (Dan. 2:44; 7:13-
14). Zechariah 9:9-10 states that the coming Kuillgspeak peace to the nations, and that his
dominion shall be from sea to sea and from the tiwéhe ends of the earth.

So during the days of the OT, God gradually rexeealéormation about a coming king, a son of
David, who will rule over all the nations. ThenJ@ng last, when the time was ripe, the Angel
Gabriel appears to young Mary and informs her shatwill conceive and give birth to this
promised king. Luke 1:30-33:

Then the angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, M&oy you have found favor with God.
And behold, you will conceive in your womb and lgriforth a Son, and shall call His
name JESUSHe will be great, and will be called the Son af thighest; and the Lord
God will give Him the throne of His father Davidind He will reign over the house of
Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will beemal.”

Further confirmation that Jesus is indeed the lawgited king is given by the wise men from
the east. They arrive in Jerusalem looking forahe who was born king. They did not inquire
whether a king was born but simply where he wasdibecause they were convinced that the
King of the Jews had already come into the woAdter receiving help, they eventually find
Jesus, who they acknowledge as the king, by wapstaphim and showering him with gifts.
Jesus himself implicitly claims to be the promigaay by riding into Jerusalem on a young
donkey in fulfillment of Zechariah 9:9, while hepiitly says he is a king in his answer to
Pilate’s question (John 18:37).

To take control of the world, usher in the KingdofrGod and restore fallen man to his office of
vice-regent over God'’s creation, Jesus first hatbtoquer our enemies, namely, Satan, sin and
death. And so it was only after he had died asé again from the dead that he was crowned
King. After his resurrection, and shortly befoiie &scension to the right hand of God the Father
Almighty, Jesus told his disciples that all authypm heaven and on earth had been given to him.
Paul says in Ephesians 1:20-23 that God raised Jasu the dead and then seated him at his
right hand in the heavenly places, placing allgsiander his feet. Similarly, he says in
Philippians 2:5-11, that Christ humbled himself dedame obedient to the point of death, even
the death of the cross. Then, on the basis adlieslience, God highly exalted him and gave him
the name which is above every name so that ataire of Jesus, every knee should bow, of
those in heaven and of those on earth, and of tinoder the earth. Hebrews 1:3 concurs, noting
that when Jesus had by himself purged our sinsahdown at the right hand of the Majesty on
high.

That Jesus is now King of kings, and reigns ovet jumst Israel or the church, but the entire
universe is a theme that runs throughout the Milfadt, the kingship of Christ is at the very
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heart of the Gospel message. The Gospel can baatred with these words from Isaiah,
“Your God reigns!” (Isa. 52:7) or Peter’s “Jesad.ord” (Acts 2:36).

There are numerous implications of this great trath one is that in and through Christ we
become what we were created to do, namely rulevtr&l. The author of Hebrews, in
expounding Psalm 8, says that Jesus was mad& dolitter than the angels for the suffering of
death and then crowned with glory and honor (vs.Fr it was fitting for Him, for whom are

all things and by whom are all things, in bringimgny sons to glory, to make the captain of
their salvation perfect through sufferings (vs..10) other words, Jesus as the second Adam
fulfills man’s destiny to rule over all. Christroa to redeem man and to do what Adam failed to
do so that all who believe in him will share in gisry and honor. Paul says that we are co-heirs
with Christ (Rom. 8:17). And Jesus promises indtavon. 3:21: “To him who overcomes |

will grant to sit with Me on My throne, as | alssezcame and sat down with My Father on His
throne.”

It is not surprising then that we sing these walaisng the Christmas season:

Come to Bethlehem and see him whose birth the sisgel;
Come, adore on bended knee Christ the Lord, thdoewKing.

Joy to the World! The Lord is come: let earth ieeeher King;
Let every heart prepare him room, and heav’'n anairgasing.

Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the newbatimg.”

Born thy people to deliver, born a child and yéirag,
born to reign in us forever, now thy gracious kingdbring.
By thine own eternal Spirit rule in all our headne;
by thine all sufficient merit, raise us to thy gbars throne.

Conclusion

Why celebrate Christmas? Why rejoice in the batlesus? We do so because Jesus was born
to destroy the Devil, to save His people from tls&us, and to become King. If you are a
Christian, during the Christmas season, indeedduhe whole year, let these truths sink deep
down into the core of your being so that they thesurface in a life that is holy and pleasing to
God.

If you have not come to Jesus in faith, trustingdim to deliver you from the kingdom of
darkness, to purify you from your sins and to berying, then do so now! “For God so loved
the world that He gave His only begotten Son, waever believes in Him should not perish
but have everlasting life. For God did not send Son into the world to condemn the world, but
that the world through Him might be saved. He Wwkbteves in Him is not condemned; but he
who does not believe is condemned already, bedaibas not believed in the name of the only
begotten Son of God (John 3:16-18).”



